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Algebraic Method 3: Elimination
Best when both equations are in general form.

example: 1) Choose one of the variables 
to eliminate (x or y).

2) Multiply (if necessary) each 
equation by the values that 
will make the coefficients of 
the chosen variable opposites 
in each equation.
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3) Add the resulting 
equations together.

4) Solve the equation for the    
remaining variable.

5) Take one of the original 
equations, replace the variable, 
and solve for the other variable.

+

Solution:
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example:
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example:
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Solve each system.

1. 2.
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Example: Daisy buys 2 scarves and 3 pairs of jeans for 
$219.
Mable pays $301 at the same store for 3 scarves 
and 4 pairs of jeans.
What will Sadie pay for 5 scarves and one pair of 
jeans?
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