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Distance from a Point to a Line

The shortest distance from a 
point to a line is the distance 
that runs perpendicular to that 
line.
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Shortcut: There is a formula for calculating the 
distance. 

The line needs to be in general form

where x and y are the coordinates of the point.
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Example: Determine the distance from the point
to the line                           .
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Example: Determine the distance from the point
to the line                      .
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Example: Determine the area of triangle ABC.
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